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Since NAFTA has been in place, trade and investment flows across the region 
have expanded considerably. From 1993 to 2012, for example, trade among the 
partners more than tripled—from $297 billion to nearly $1 trillion. The value of 
Mexican exports to the United States increased 596 percent, from $40 billion to 
approximately $280 billion per year, while US exports to Mexico rose 420 per-
cent. Meanwhile, Canada emerged as the leading market for American agricul-
tural products, with imports from the United States increasing 192 percent 
(from $100.2 billion to $291.8 billion) over the life of the treaty. Overall, NAFTA 
constitutes the world’s largest free trade area, linking some 454 million people 
producing $17.2 trillion in goods and services.8

Other efforts to develop trade agreements across the Americas have pro-
duced their own controversies. Highly charged debates over the 2005 Central 
American Free Trade Area (CAFTA-DR) focused on questions over the agree-
ment’s potential impact on workers’ rights and protections, the competitive bal-
ance between US and Central American farmers, and a host of other political 
and economic issues related to the overall advisability of the arrangement. Many 
groups lined up to lobby lawmakers prior to the ultimate passage of the accord.

One of the more vocal opponents, the consumer advocacy group Public 
Citizen (www.citizen.org), argued that “passage would serve to push ahead the 
corporate globalization model that has caused the race to the bottom in labor 
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Source: United States Census Bureau; Mexico's National Institute of Statistics Geography (INEGI).


